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ABSTRACT: This paper concerns a short reference to Theophrastus in Cicero’s Orator, in 
which Herodotus’ and Thucydides’ contribution to historiography is evaluated. The focus is on the 
character and accuracy of the testimony, which until now have not been examined in detail. Argu-
ments are put forward for the thesis that the sentence in question is Cicero’s attempt at a translation 
of Theophrastus’ words. Overall, the paper is a step forward in our knowledge about this fragment in 
particular, but also in terms of methods that can be applied to the study of historical and philosophi-
cal fragments in general.

In the Orator Cicero adduces Theophrastus in the context of  a brief “his-
tory” of artful prose1. It is a short account, beginning with Thrasymachus and 
Gorgias, going through Theodorus of Byzantium, and ending up with Isocrates 
(Or. 37–42). Cicero praises Herodotus and Thucydides for their restraint in em-
ploying excessive rhetorical devices. Then comes our reference to Theophrastus 
(Or. 39 = fr. 697 FHS&G):

*	 This paper is a result of my research stay at the Institute of Classical Studies in London, 
funded by the Polish National Science Centre (Preludium 6 Grant, no. 2013/11/N/HS3/04886). 
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1	 On the Orator in general see: Sandys 1885: LI–LXXVI; Schlittenbauer 1903; Sabbadini 
1916; Yon 1958; Hubbell 1962: 297–302; Narducci 2002. The standard text of  the Orator is 
Westman 1980. 


